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MR. TAFT AS A CRITIC.

When Secretary Taft spoke at Oma-
ba recently he tcok occasion to criti-
clse Mr. Bryan. His first criticism
was directed to Mr. Bryan's conduct
in advocating the ratification of the
treaty. According to Secretary Taft,
Mr. Brvan can not consistently criti-
cise the imperialistic policy of the
government because he favored the
ratification of the treaty. Secretary
Taft is either misinformed as to what
Mr. Bryan did, or he is lacking in the
candor that ought to characterize pub-
lic men in speaking of an opponent.
The question before the country was
not whether the treaty was as good a
treaty as might have been made, or
whether it contained provisions that it
ought not to have contained. The
treaty was made by the presidents
representatives, and when presented
to congress, contained a provision for
the ceding of the Philippine islands

had a majority in both senate and
house, and the president was a Re-

two-thirds majority,
ponents of imperialism thought it pos-
sible to secure the rejection of the
treaty. The rejection of the treaty,

state of war and furnish an excuse for
a continuance of war taxes and w.u
expenses. If the Democrats had suc-
ceeded in preventing the ratification ot
the treaty, they were not in a position
to give instructions as to a new treaty.

they would have taken upon them-
gelves the responsibility for anything
that happened while the state of war
continued. If, for instance, they had
refused to ratify the treaty, and in-
sisted that Spain should give indepen-
dence to the Filipinos,
danger of objection being made by
the European nations which have col-
onies in the orient, and none of the
monarchies of Europe are anxious to
have a republic established in Asia.
With a minority in both houses, the
Democrats could not possibly shape
the policy of the government, but they

criticism if they involved the country
in further war. This was the situation
that the Democrats had to meet and |
Mr. Bryan proposed a plan for meeting |
it, and he has never for a moment re-

He proposed the ratification of the
treaty and a declaration of our nation's

of the Philippine islands just as the
treaty provided for the recognition of
the independence of Cuba. The treaty
settled the question as far Spain

no
sy

was conecerned and left the future of
the Filipinos entirely to us. It was
easier for us to act w-ru' than to act

through a treaty,
we relieved

and by acting alone

ourselves of the dangers
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to the United States. The Republicans

publican, but as the treaty requires a |
some of the op-|

If they had prevented the ratification |

'

however, would simply continue the'

could bring upon themselves just;

}

1

gretted the part he took in that crisis. |

|

purpose to recognize the independence |

{se independence and fulfill the prom-
ise as soon as a state government can
be established. Secretary Taft ought
to have enough courage to meet the
real issue and not attempt to hide be-
hind a bogus issue.

Secretary Taft in the Omaha speech
made another criticism of Mr. Bryan,
referring to him as “a gentleman who
still seems to have the power of lead-
ing the Democratic party against its
will.” He adopts the language of
some of the corporate papers which
have made the same charge. Secre-
tary Taft ought to be well enough in-
formed to know that Mr. Bryan has no
means of leading the Democratic party
against its will. He has no offices to
distribute; he has no great corporate
influence back of him; he has no way
of influencing men except by per-
suasion; he has never had a political
commission and he never had any
fund to draw on to keep up an organi-
zation,. When he was nominated for
congress in 1890, no one else desired
the nomination, and it was not sup-
posed that he could be elected, for the
district was strongly Republican, but
he was elected, largely owing to the
landslide of that year. He was re-
nominated without opposition in 1892,
In 1894 he was nominated for the
United States senate by the Demo-
cratic state convention, receiving
every vote on the roll-call. In 1896 he
was nominated in Chicazo because the
delegates wanted to nominate him;
in 1900 he was re-nominated, nearly
every state and territory instructing
for him. He announced immediately
after the election in 1900 that he
would not be a candidate in 1904, but
the disastrous results of the campaign
of 1904 showed the folly of any at-
tempt to conciliate predatory wealth,
and as soon as the election was over
i he was discussed in connection with
the nomination of 1908, In the fall of
1905 Mr. Bryan left home for a trip
around the world and was gone about
a year; he was not in correspondence
with any one in regard to politics, and
yet while he was out of the country,

something like half of the states
passed resolutions favorable to his
nomination. Notwithstanding this

! very unusual indorsement, he refused
there was|

to announce himself as a candidate,
and for more than a year waited to see
it the political conditions would make
some one else more available. In No-
vember of last year he announced
that he would accept the nomination
if it was the desire of the Democratic
voters that he should do so, and this
announcement was made to put an
end to the constant misrepresentations
that were being made by unfriendly
papers. That is as far as he has
| gone. Whatever work others have
done in his behalf has been done vol-
untarily and without solicitation from
him. How, then, can he be accused of
leading the Democratic party against
its will?

But the strangest part of this
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Grand river is out of its banks
in Livingston county and doing
much damage jin many places.
The rain Saturday evening did
much damage in Sampsel town-
ship, nearly every bridge and
culvertin the township was either
washed out or damaged so they
were impassable. The water
rose so fast at Sampsel station
that many families were com-
pelled to leave their homes in the
night. The water stood six feet
deep in some of the houses.

Burglars effected an entrance
into the postoffice at Laclede
through the Blade printing-office
in the rear Saturday night. The
safe was blowa open and about
860 in cash and postage tsamps
were taken. Nitro-glycerine
was probably used. The door of
the safe was torn into tragments.
The letter boxes and furniture
were badly damaged by flying
debris to the amount of about
$100. The perpetrators left no
trace and did the work during
the heavy rain that night which
drowned the noise of the ex-
plosion,

Lee Moling, the 15-year-old
son of Mr. and Mrs. James
Moling of Chillicothe, died Fri-
day night from injuries received
while trying to board a moving
passenger train. Lee with sev-
eral other companions boarded a
Burlington train in the local
yards and rode to a trestle about
a mile west of town where the
trains have ““clow orders,’”’ there
they jumped off and undertook
to board an incoming train. All
of the boys succeeded except
Lee, who was hurled under the
train and both legs severed just
below the body. When picked
up his first words were: ‘‘Take
me to mather and let her kiss
me,”” He only lived a few hours,
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